SECRETARY'S 
MONTHLY 
LETTER 


Published monthly by the Nautical 
3 Research Guild, an organization 
a dedicated to the Era of Sail, and 
distributed free to Members only. 

Annual Membership is five dollars. 

Address all communications relative to the Secretary's Monthly 
Letter to Re A. Nash, Secretary-Treasurer, 20 §. Baldwin Aves; 
Sierra Madre, Calif., Us Se A. 


Volume I September, 1948 Number 8 


CAPTAIN H. PERCY ASHLEY, ACEH SHIPMODELLER 


Harry Eckstein 


Shipmodelling as practiced by the late Captain H. Percy | 
Ashley, whose works adorn the collections of museums and con-: 
noisseurs, may be considered one of the fine arts. 


Captain Ashley docided to make a profession of shipmodel- 
ling rather late in life after a varied caroor ominontly fit- 
ting him for it and furnishing a background of qualification 
fow shipmodollors can boast. Born in tho Hudson Rivor villago 
of Catskill in the latn '60's, his boyhood playground was tho 
docks of the sailing siooys that carriod a goodly portion of 
tho froight and pascwngor traffic botwoon Now York and Albany 
until thoy, Like whito--;1ngod sistors upon groator waters, 
woro vanquishcd by inte tho pagos of history. 
It was his great affaetion tor theso boautiful vossols and inti- 

ed mato knowlodgo of ticir tiniost dotails that ultimatoly lod Ash- 
ley inte shipmodolling anid mado him tho grceatost authority on 


Hudson Rivor sailing craft. 
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From his early waterfront associations Ashley became a pro— 
ficient rigger and for many years was employed as a master rigger 
in yards specializing in small sailing craft. When work in the 
yards was slack during the summer nonths he shipped on yachts and 
coasting schooners where he soon earned his title of Captain. To- 
ward the end of the century Ashley became interested in ice yacht— 
ing which was beginning to enjoy a tremendous vogue in both this 
country and Burope. He studied draughting under the famous naval 
architect Theodore Ferris and proved a most apt pupil. His early 
designs having been successful, Ashley became associated with 
Commodore Henry Higginson in the designing and building of ice 
yachts at Orange Lake, near Newburgh. It was there that he de- 
Signed and built the AURORA, ene of the mest famous and immortal 
names in the history of the sport. Winged by 890 square feet of 
Sail, she heralded the genius of Ashley to the men who sailed upon 
frozen waters and created a mighty demand for his creations. 

Crown Prince Hertigen of Sweden and members of the Russian’ nobil-— 
ity were numbered amongst those who sought him oute The plans of 
tho AURORA were published in the October 1901 issue of "The 
Rudder® and for about twenty years Ashley's designs and-articles 
were featured in yachting publications on both sides of the At- 
lantic and translated into many foreign languagose He was voted 
honorary membership in thirty two ice yachting clubs and occupied 
an honored position at the ennual regattas held at Newburgh and 
Red Bank. Fivo models of Ashlay designed ice yachts are owned by 
the Museum of the City of New Yorke 

It was a modol of tho famous Hudson River passenger sloop 
ILLINOIS, built for his own ploasure and satisfaction, that made 
@ professional shipmodeller ef ashleye Hudson River sloops wore 
rather mattor-of-fact little craft with none of the gildod grand- 
eur of tho crack packets or glamour of tho man-o'-war about them 
and in the hands of an ordinary modoller do not make imposing 
modols. Ashloy howovor was not meroly building a model but in ro- 
croating tho ILLINOIS was again living a chaptor of his youth. 
His frionds, marvolling at tho littlo vessol's life-like qualitios 
and woalth of dotail, spoke of it to othors and tho nows reached 
tho lato Max Williams, foromost doalcr in ship modols and pur- 
chasing agont for tho most discriminating colloctors, who haston- 
od to sco for himsolf and was as ccstatic as tho laymone. Heo 
offorod to purchase tho modol on tho spot for $500.00 but ashloy 
was roluctant to part with it at any prico. Williams was a su- 
porb salosman howovor and not only inducod Ashloy to part with 
the ILLINOIS but to abandon all othor work and dovoto himsolf to 
shipmodolling. 

Ashlicy was not so ovorwholmod by this initial succoss as to 
immediatoly throw himsol? into indiscriminate manufacturo but 
with charactcristic thoroughnoss gavo tho mattor a groat doal of 

thought. Tho alacrity with which tho groat Max Williams, whoes 
Madison «vonuo shop was crammod full of flash packcts and loftily- 
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sparrod clippers and frigatos, had paid a handsomo pricc 
for tho littlo ILLINOIS lcd him to the conclusion that 
thoro must bo an cagcr and untappod markct for modols of 
small sailing craft. Tho pages of maritime history abound 
with tho oxploits of sloops, schooncrs, and brigs but 
modollors havo genorally igncrod the small fry. Ashloy 
consistontly adhorod to his carly appraisal of the situa— 
tion and but fow of tho modcls built by him havo boon of 
vossols with moro than two mests. Ho dovotod many months 
to an oxhaustivo study of 18th Contury naval architccturo, 
rigging, and ordnanco and during that poriod discovored tho 
plans of two vossols which wcro to win for him the samo 
acclaim and plaudits as had the AURORA. Thoso wore tho 
Fronch bomb kotchcos BASILISK and VESUVIUS. First introducod 
by thc Fronch and lator adoptod by othor navics, bomb kot— 
chos wore used to besiogo lard dofonscs and mountod ono or 
two mortars in a cockpit that throw bombs woighing from 46 
to 195 lbs. Anchoring hoad-on to thoir objective to thue 
afford a much smallor targot than tho convontional broad— 
sido firing position of nava’ craft of tho poriod, thoir 
groat offactivoness is boast coscribod by a contomporary 
writor who said "tho bombs occasion incroediblo mischiof 
whorevor they roach." 

Ashloy first built tho BASILISK, tho original of which 
was launched at Brost in 1747, and in the four months spont 
tin its construction invadod tho fiolds of surgory, dontist— 
ry, and jowolry to obtain many of the instrumonts uscd. 
Altho so many fittings usod in shipmodolling can be obtained 
roady-mado, Ashloy insistod on making his own to moot his 
rigid roquiroments and invontod several uniquo jigs to fac- 
ilitato thoir manufacturo. Tho BASILISK was sold for $3500, 
upon complction and a commission to construct tho VHSUVIUS 
soon followod. Tho acclaim accordod tho modols by the cono— 
scenti placcd thoir buildor amongst tho immortals of ship— 
modolling. Dr. Karl Vogol, a rocognizod connoissour and 
amatour shipmodollor of noto himsolf, doscribod tho BASILISK 
in tho May 1929 issuo of "Tho Shipmodolor" and wroto: "In 
this notoworthy modol Capt. H. Porcy Ashloy has roproducod 
with tho groatost accuracy and with romarkablo complctonogs 
in all dotails ono of tho most intorosting and historically 
important typos of oarly naval vossols, Altho bomb kotcheg 
playcd such a promincnt part in attacks by soa on fortifiod 
placos in the 18th and oarly 19th Conturics, contomporary 
modols of this doscription aro vory raro, and tho difficul- 
ty of sccuring adoqunto data in rogard to their construction 
and oquipmcnt scoms to havo dotorrod model buildors of a 
lator dato from attcmpting thom. Tho prosont modol, in 
which Capt. Ashloy has ombodicd tho results of long and 


113 
« 
4 
q 
{ 
i 


patient research, is therefore a notable contribution to naval 
archeology, for even the great collecticn of the Musee de Marine 
in the Louvre, with its many hundreds of medels, contains only 
@ single example of a bomb kotch and this, the writer can test-— 
ify from personal examination, is so inferior in workmanship and 
so incomplete in detail as not to bear comparison. . photographs 
fail to do justice to the charm ard interest of the original, 
which like all of Captain ashhey‘. moucis, has an artistic and 
convincing quality which puts his work ina class by itself. 
Details such as tho ports under the fcrecastle through which the 
bombs were hoisted from the supply boats, with all the gear for 
handling and firing them, the fidelity and completeness with 
which every feature of rigging and equipment has been reproduced, 
the fine rendition of the paintwork, and above all, the skill in 
craftmanship which makes the vessel appear to be not merely a 
s0del but a living ship momentarily abandoned by its crew, can 
L9 properly appreciated only by inspettion of the original.” 
Ashley's tremendous capacity for research and appetite-for 
detail may best be gauged by his standing as an unimpeachable 
authority on American whaling, altho ho had no practical ex- 
pericnce as @ whaleman. He was thus regarded by persons as 
woll qualifiod to judge as William Tripp, curator of the Whaling 
Museum at New Bodford. wuring his frequent visits to New Eng— 
land ports Ashley became fasc:nated by tho rolics of whaling days 
ho found on every hand. Ho spent much time listening to tho yarns 
of ancisnt whalomon sunning their salty carcassos on the wharvos 
and the woalth of informatien they impartod was diligontly cata— 
logued with sketches of whaling inplements, fittings, and goar 
found on the few votcrans of the old whaling fleot still afloat. 
In duc course ashley was not only admitted to the innormoa t 
councils of weterfront society but was even awarded coveted 
membership in that unique organizetion known as the Wherf Rat 
Cluk. From its clubhouse on the Old North Wharf at Nantuckot 
flies the club pennant, a rampant white rat smoking a church- 
warden pipe on a triangular blue field. Its government, vestad 
in « socret board of directors whose identity is known only to 
erch other, is complotely autocratic. Members have only tho 
privilege of fratornally associating on terms of equality with one 
arother. Tho club oxacts no dues or membership foes and operates 
strictly upon unwritten law. Sumer residonts seeking membership 
mist undergo a probationary period of three summors boforo cttain= 
ing oligibility. If the aspirant be handicapped by woalth or 
prominonco ho must obtain a unanimous voto of accoptance by tho 
Board of Directors. 4 spirit of humility and completo solf- 
cffacomont in rolations with club mombors is known to bo very 
helpful in the caso of such applicants. The motto of the club is: 
"Deposuit potontos do sodo, et oxaltavit humiles." Club oldors 
doclare it to bo in tho original language of the Nantucket Indians 
and a favorito saying of the old sachom, Chiof Nickanooso. 
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Translated it means: "Ne reserved seats for the mighty." 
The membership reflects the American scene from clam digger 
to millionaire, from fisherman to tycoon and once included 
a'’President of the United States, the late F. D. Re 

Ashley's whaleboat models are marvels of detail and 
one may spend at least an hcur in completely digesting their 
construction and equipment, a one inch per foot scale model 
of a 28 foot boat containing forty three separate items of 
equipment. They are faithful evsn in such details as the 
rough bark handles of the harpoons. Asked how many he had 
built, «shley replied, "Hell, I dontt knowe I've built so 
many I can make ‘em in my sieep." All he knew was that they 
had travelled as far as the Swedish Museum which numbers one 
in its collection. Amongst the models completed shortly be-— 
fore his death were the whaling bark SUNBEAM and hermaphrod— 
ite brig VIOLA. 

Ashley's favorite model, and one he associated with an 
amusing yarn, was that of the beautiful brigantine yacht 
CLEOPATRA'S BARGE. ‘the model was presented to the Peabody 
Museum in Salem, Massachusctts in memory of Capt. George 
Crowninshicld, her original's ovnor and scion of the famous 
Yankeco morcantile house of George Crowninshield & Sons 
whose ships carriad the flag of the young republic ovor the 
seven seas. With the building of CLEOPATRA'S BARGE in 1816 
Capt. Crowninshicld bcocame the owner of the first and second 
American yachts on record, the first being his sloop 
JEFFERSON. The BARGE was built at a cost of $50,000.00, a 
dazzling sum in those days, and as much more was spent on 
her lavish appointments. She was originally to have been 
named CONCORDIA'S CAR, which was changed at the time of 
launching, and throughout her life boro a figurehead of 
Concordia, goddoss of plenty. The BARGE was unique in be- 
ing painted differently on both sides, the starboard in 
horizontal stripes of different colors and the port in a 
herringbone pattorn. ‘to hor also bolongs the distinction of 
having been the first Amcrican yacht to cross the Atlantic 
and so koon was popular intoroest that multitudes came from 
far and wido to visit hor bofore she sailed. Tho boauty and 
lavishness of hor appointments may woll be imagined when one 
considors that of tho 2600 porsons who inspectod her in a 
singlo day 1900 wore women. At the time of doparture on 
hor first voyage a rumor was sproad that Capt. Crowninshiold 
intcnded to rescuc Napolcon Bonaparto from St. Holena and 


- bring him to tho Unitcd Statos, as a rosult of which tho 


yachts movoments woro closcly watched by tho British Navy 
which however found no cause for suspicion in her actions. 
Shortly after hor ownor's doath CLEOPATRA'S BARGE became 

the privato yacht of King Kamahamaha II of Hawaii and ro=- 
mained in his sorvice until wrockod on ono of the islands 


in 1824. 
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In building the BARGE Ashley omployod a prefcassional sculp-— 
tor to do the carvod work and besides the ornamental scrollwork 
at bow and storn and the figurchcad thoro was tho figuro of a 
Salom Indian with drawn bow just aft of the windlass. It was his 
porsonal dclivory ef the modol to the museum which Ashloy con- 
sidered ono of tho high lights of his caresr. With CLEOPATRA'S 
BARGE socurely lashed in his car, ashloy was driven to tho pior 
of tho [ston stoamor ROBERT E. L3 and, ho would slyly boast, 
ho spont tho night with a "modol" in his statoroom. Upon 
arriving in Boston the next merning ho found tho strosts covorod 
hy a hoavy snowfall and fcarod to undortako tho journoy to Salom 
in the rostrictod intcrior of a taxi lost tho bumpy ground causo 
tho model to be damaged. Ho decidod ho must obtain a roomicr 
vehiclc and with charactoristic ingonuity soon arrived at a 
solution. He hired a hoarso. With his precious charge safely 
moorcd as tho in a mobile glass caso and tha driver stornly 
cautiorncd to drive with .the samc docorum and propricty omployod 
when he and his vohiclo woro engaged in thoir customary dutios, 
Capt. H. Percy 4Ashlcy and CLEOPATRA'S BARGE woro safely dclivor— 
od to The Peabody Musoum. | 
A choice itom of amoricana is aAshloy's modol of a horse— 
boat. These singular craft were native to Lake Winnepecsaukes 
in Now Hampshire and aro not knovn to havo beon used in any 
gather locality. Tho twonty five milo lako is studded with num— 
Grous small islands, making tne uso of sailing craft difficult 
and hazardous, and in 1850 a fariscr named Smith solvod tho pro— 
blem of navigating the lako by iitcrally sotting part of his 
barnyard afloat. Thus originatcd a modo of transportation 
which lastod until stcamboats drovo tho last horso-boat off tha 
lako in 1891. Hooking up his whcat threshing troadmill, opor— 
atod by a toam of horsos, to a pair of paddle whecls Smith sot 
the contraption on a scowe Ovorhanging the sidas at tho storn 
wore two small shacks similar to chickon coops which, combined 
with a paddock fence about the troadmill and tho usual comple~ 
ment of livestock in tho cargo, gavo the appearance of a float— 
ing barnyerd to the horso—boat. Onc shack served eas a fora— 
castlo and tho othor housod the galley. The crew consistod of 
pilot, engincor, and deckhand and on the navigating bridgse, a 
plank spanning tho space botwoon tho shack roofs, porchod tho 
pilot as tho atop a load of hey as ho manipulatod tho cightoon 
foot stooring swoop. To the “angincor,” who obtained neodod 
bursts of specd from his “ongino" by tompting moasurcs of oats, 
was ontrustod tho caro of .tho horsos. In calm weathor a horso— 
boat was capablo of maxing from fiva to scvon milos por hour, 
dopending on tho woignit of its cargo, but in hoavy weathor wes 
rathor holpless and usually rodo out 4 galo in tho loo of an is= 
land. 
Capt. ashley told of a quaiat custom aboard horso—boats 
from which he thought tho oxprossion “whocp tor up" might havo 
boon deorivod, It sccms that on froquent occasions-rum was ea part 


of tho cargo and as soon as tho boat was safoly away from 
oyos ashoro the skipper would sing out, "Hoop ‘or up, boys." 
The "boys" would then force up a hoop on-a rum barrol and 
boro-.a hole and aftor all hands had boen proporly rofresh— 
cd tho hole would bo flugegcd and the hoop driven back into 
placo over it. 

With the passing yoars a good many Ashloy modols havo 
fortunatocly boon acquirad by muscums open to tho gonoral 
public. Tho U. S. Sloop-of-War ENTERPRISE, privatocr ship 
AMERICA, Hudson Rivor sloops VICTORINH and ILLINOIS, yacht 
AMERICA, and Fultonts CLERMONT (with working ongino) aro 
at Phillips' acadomy at Andovor, Mass. 

CLEOPATRA'S BARGE, privatcor brig GRAND TURK, snow 
TOPAZ; ship MONK, ketch ELIZA, Hudson ativer yacht usod by 
Dutch Patroons, the sloop SPRAY in which Capt. Joshua 
Slocum cirogumnavigated the world alone, and the sloop 
RICHARD are at The Peabody Muscum at Salem. It is said 
that tho first blood in the War of 1812 was spilt whon 
the British man-o't-—war LiuANDER fircd upon tho RICHaRD in 
New York Harbor and killod her captain's brothcr. 

is reprosented in the Muscum of tho City of 
New York by tho Fronch bomt ikctch BaSILISK, tho stoam ship 
S4VaNNiH, yacht .MERICa, French naval ketch PHOENIX, a 
Hudson River shad boat, a Hudson ativer horring boat, five 
ica yacht medels, and a New York — Hoboken sailing ferry 
of 1784. The last is a raro and intoresting schooncr— 
rigecd scow embodying coth English and Dutch rigging 
methods. 

The Fronch bomb kotch VESUVIUS is the show—pioco of 
the collection in tho Mariner's Musoum at Nowport Nows. 


THB SBaMEN'S CHUBCH INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK 
Marjoric Dent Candoa 


For ono hundred and four yoars the Scamon's Church In- 
stituto of Now York, locatod on tho tip of Manhattan Island 
overlooking Now York Harbor, has boon a mocca for activo 
soamen of all nationalitios and crocds, and also attracts 
visitors who aro intcrostod in Marino Historical rescarch. 

Its Library, nemod in momory of Josoph Conrad, tho 
groat soaman novolist, has about 9,000 volumes with an ox— 
collont colloction of maritime books, both anciont and 
modern. Librarics and individuals frequontly call hore to 
check on information about sailing ships, as woll as about 
tonnage and dimonsions of modcri shipse 

On the fourth floor moz:s:anine of this l3=story build— 
ing a varioty of marino memurebilia has boon collectod. In- 
cludod here is a painting of tho California Clippor Ship 
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HORNET. The acquisition is of unusual interest, not only be= 
cause it was an account of the ship's disastrous end that first 
introcuced Mark twain to the litorary scene but because tie 
painting was presented by the daughtcr of one of the ship's 
captains, and restorod through the generosity of a son of one 
of the fifteon survivors who sailed 4,000 miles in an open boat 
after the ship was. destroyod by fire in tho Pacific. 

The picture, which is not signed and is more notable hist- 
Orically than artistically, rosembles many other paintings of 
sailing ships painted by unknown artists about that time. It 
shows a vessol, with all hor sails sproad, sailing over a dark 
groon soa, the »tars. and Stripes flying from hor spankor gaff. 

# barquo in the background is passing hor on tho port side. 

Tho picture originally bclonged to Captain Robert Benson, 
who was hor commandor in 1657=-5¢, On his doath ho lcft tho 
painting to his daughtor, ifiss Jessie Bonson of Englewocd, N. J. 
It lay around hor houso for years, with a holo poked through it, 
gathcring dust and grimo. Last «vgust, two months boforo hor 
doath, sho prosontod it to tho Irstituto. 

It was in ne condition to be shcwn and the Instituto did 
not havo cnough monoy to havo it ropairod and cloanod so THE 
LOOKOUT published a ploa for ySS for its rostoraticn. It was 
premptly answored by Samuol ““crguson, Prosidont of the Hartford 
Klecctric Company, Hartford, Ccnn. 

Mr. Ferguson, it turned out aftor a little invostigation, 
is the son of one and the nowphew of tho othor of the two 
brothcrs who wore the only passongors on the shipts ill-fated 
voyago. The ship, with a cargo of oil and candles, caught fire 
and tho crew of thirty-ono tock to the boats. Only one of these 
boats roached Henolulu aftor 43 days of privation and suffcring. 
It was here that Mark Twain intorviowed them. 

énother acquistion donatod by fricnds intorosted in tho 
Instituto includcs a plastor carvod figurchcad by Bruce Rogers, 
who carved the original figurchcad which adorns the squara 
riggor JOSEPH CONR.D; also a Chineso Flowor Boat; an anchor, 
prosumably uscd by Privatcors, fv.und off tho Jcorsoy coast; an 
Old colonial cannon discovered in tho mud in tho foundations 
when tho Institutc building was dug; and a Curic shop which con- 
tains things from scamcn's unclaimod baggago.e. ‘this includos 
many souvenirs of scamon's voyages around tho world from shark's 
tocth to ivory clcphants, carved coconuts from Trinidad, a 


Turkish Stroct sign, and a conglamoration of bress knuckles, black 


jacks, Tcak woed bexcs and Kaz-use This littlo "Cubicle of 
Curicsitiocs" was startod whon the Institute Baggage Room ovor— 
flowed and it becamo noccssary to open up abandcnod baggagc, and 
the souvenirs were rescucd and nelid hero until sailors rcturned 
for them. 

4& fow Square riggod modols may bo socn but vory fow now 
oOnos aro acquirod, as cnly a small numbcr of modorn day soamon 
know how to mako good modolse ‘hcso on hand at prosont includo 
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tho ROANOKE by J. Le. Grocnwocid of Pomona; tho Clippor 
TACOMa by Charlos a. Nolson of Sailors Snug Harbor, (tho 
havon for "old salts") on Staton Island, and a sailing 
Gunboat by -Galanoa. 

Thoroe aro throo paintings of tho sailing ship 
SPRING, which is reputed to havo carriod tho first cargo 
of ico. Tho story goes that whon sho arrivod in Port, tho 
customs debatod so long as to how to classify tho unusual 
cargo that the ice moltod. 

Tho Instituto has grown from a littlo floating chapol 
in 1844 to a modern building at 25 South Stroot, 13 stories 
above ground and 3 below, tho largest home end club in tho 
world for activo morchant soamon of all nationalitios and 
crocds. 


PRINCIPAL FACTS ABOUT THE CONRAD LIBRARY - SEAMEN'S CHURCH 
INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK 


Ingor M. «schoson 


It is tho largost library oxclusivoly for morchant 
scamon in tho world. 


It was dodicatod on May 24th, 1934, by Christopher 
Morley, in the proscnco of a largo group of frionds and 
admirors of Josoph Conrad, and stands as a fitting memorial 
to that groat novolist and writor of tho soa. 


It offors an oxcollcnt roforonco colloction in the 
nautical fiold, a gonoral colloction of ovor 10,000 etal 
and tho principal marino poriodicals. 


It is opon for roading and for study, daily from 10 A.M. 
to 9 P.M., on Saturdays from 10 A.M. to 5 P.Me, on Sundays 
from 2 P.M. to 6 P.M., and on Holidays from 10 a.M. to 7 P.M. 
Visitors aro wolcome at any timo. 


Of spocial intorost to visitors aro the following: 


Figuroheoad carving of JOSEPH CONRAD, of Burmoso haldu wood, 
dono by tho Engiish sculpiross, Miss Dora Clarko, and said 
by Mrs. Jossio Conrad to bo ono of tho finost likonossogs 

of hor husband. 


Charlos Robort Pattorson's painting of tho TORRENS, tho last 
ship in which Conrad sorvod as Chiof Mato. 


Brass "port" from tho Mastor's cabin of the barquo OT4GO, 
tho only ship which Conrad ovor commandod. It was given to 


bd 
‘ 
+ 
@ 
. 
i 
: 
: 
> 
: 
i 
} 
j 
13 
& 4 
. 


the litwary by Alan Villicrs who »rought it around the world in 
his ship tho JOSHFH CONRAD. 


Several picecs of Conred m-enuscri,t, including the vory boauti- 
ful lotter to the TUSITaL.. which hung in thet ship for many 
yoerse 


Two fincly built clippor ship mcisls: the SEa WITCH and the 
MILES B..RTON. 


Unicuc picture freme constructod ontircly of sailor's knots, by 
& soaman who wes skillod in this dying ert. 


Widows overlooking tho East Rivor shipping hevo reproductions 

of South »troct in the carly clipper days, of famous windjammors, 
end of tho Floeting Chepcls, predccossors of tho prosont Instit— 
uto buidding. 


autographed copios of the principrel works of many contcomporary 
merino authors. 


SOME NOTHS ON THE «.LaBsaMa 


arthur Me Rudd 


I havo bcen cngagod in research on tho Confcdorato Statcs 
Stcamor for tho pest soveral yoars in order to eccumu- 
lato sufficicnt data to build as historically accurato a modal 
as possiblc. 

Thoro arc no ond of gcncral descriptions of the ship avail=— 
eblo from diffcrent scurccs, scmec accurats, some not, but tho 
dotails so neccssary to building a mcdcol cro aiways missing. It 

Ss hoped my rcimarks about her nore may bring forth from somo 
membcr deta that I have boon unable to discover. at any rete 
know in e publicaticn of this kiid, that if I makc some posit 
statomcnts I'm sure to get an ar,uacnt from somo onc, whi 
confidontially, is just what I‘m socking. 


Tho journal of Captain Raphaol Sommos (latcr admire sc. mos) 
commandor of the has born preserved, but most 
comicnts concern the day to  2y in-idents of the cruiso an 


little doscripticon of the shi. ic vo founc. Licutonar*t 
hur Sinclair of the Confcdtre.c Statcs Navy wrote his ox ericnc., 
by in "My Twe Yoars on tho .L..3aM." a book of somo 350 pags in 
: which ho givos a good description of the rig but ¢ als in genor- 


alitios concorning tho hvll and 2rranzcmonts 
Most of you ero prooably fanilicr with “he «da > | 
but for these who aro not tho following i « briof c f 


hor historye 
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The ALABAMA was built by Messrs. Lairds and Sons at 
Birkenhead, England and wa: launched May 15, 1862. She was 
officially described as a ‘Steam sloop, barque rigged. Her 
building caused a storm of .protest from the American State 
Dept. who claimed that Ergiand was violating neutrality 
laws by equiping the Confede:ates with a ship Of war. For 
this reason, much secrecy surrcunded her construction, one 
of the reasons information avovl her is so scarce, and 
while on the ways, she was Known only by her Lairds hull 
number "290%. Inquisitive pursons were even told she was 
the "Emperor of China's yacht". During her short career of 
about two years, she captured-over seventy American merch-- 
ant vessols, took hundreds of prisoners and sank one U. S. 
warship. She caused such panic to Yankee shippers that 
scores of vessels were transferred to foreign registry. 
The ALABAMA kept a large squadron of warships continually 
busy searching for her, practically tying up a whole fleet 
as it were. Although the ALABAMA was a ship of the Con-— 
fedorate States Navy she never once touched at a North 
American port, being continually at sea from the day of 
her commissioning in the Azores until she slipped beneath 
the waves stern first off Chorbourg. 

When the ALABAMA, or rather at that time, the "290%, 
was launched, the Lairds had nover launchod a ship without 
a formal christening and since such a situation might cause 
unwanted attention, the Confoderate agent in charge of cons— 
truction gavo her the name ENRICA on an impulse. 

Tho ENRICA had a trial run on the 15th of June, 1862 
which was entiroly satisfastory. In tho moantime, the U. S. 
Minister, smelling a rat, had prevailod upon the British to 
soizo her. The agont for tho ALABAMA decided the BNRICA 
had bettor have anothor "trial trip" and forth with, on 
July 29th, with many gucsts, including ladies aboard, she 
startod down the Mersoy. No one noticed the small tug hang- 
ing in tho background until as the sea was roached in thea 
gathocring darknoss, tho gucsts wore hurried over the ‘side 
into the waiting tug end the ALABAMA sect sail for the Azores 
only pausing long onough to pick up her crew at-anothor ~—— 
British port. 

She sailed directly to tho island: of Terceira to rend— 
ozvous with her supply ship and pick up her stores and arm— 
ament. she was commissionod a ship of war in the Ccnfod=- 
erato States Navy on August 24, 1862 and Captain Semmes 
took formal command of here Muring hor cruise she sailad 
a distanca of soventy five thousand miles boginning in tho 
North Atlantic and thon shifting rapidly from place to 
placo; the Wost Indios, Gulf of Moxico, back again to tho 
Wost Indios, Brazil, Capo of Good Hopo, China soas, Straits 
cf Malacca, Coylon, Arabian Gulf, Strait of Nadagascar, 
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Capo Town, vt. Holena, tho English-:Channol and finally on June 
11, 1864 the ALABAMA put in at vnortourg, Franco for a badly 
noodod overhaul. This was not to bee On tho 14th, the U.S.S. 
KEARSARGH stcamod into the harbcr, Without anchoring she sont 
@ boat ashoro and promptly put to soa again to ostablish a 
blockedo of tho ALABAMA. On Sunday morning, Juno 19th, Sommos 

tock the ALABAMA out to fight the KEARSsaRGE. «as soon as tho 
AL»Balus was outsido the charmed throo milo limit, the KBARSaRGH 
came toward hor and the fight was on. as the two ships fought, 
they moved around coach othor in a scrios of circlos, about 

nino in all for a littlo more than an hour oxchanging broadsidcs 
all tho while... 

at tho end of tho ninth circle, tho ALaBaNa "struck" and. 

@ fow moments lator, sank quickly storn first out.of sight forovor. 

The dimonsions wero, length overall, 235 ft. Boam, 
32 ft.,Tonnago, 1000. Hor draft with full coal bunkers was 15 
ft. Hor cngincs wero two in numbor, horizontal, and of 300 nom- 
inal or 1000 actual H.-P. 

Sho wes bark riggod with very long lowor masts giving hor 
courses and tryseils an drop or surfacae ULocause of hor 
largo try sails sho somewhat resomblod a squaro top gail schooncr. 
This combination of foro.end aft rig togothor with squaro sails 
wes quite populer with warships of this class during the Givil 
War poriod. Tho ALAB&MA, however, carriod this "schoonor" rig to 
such a dogroo that. sho could lio vory closo to tho wind, being 
ablo to out point the squaro riggers. This typo of rig also made 
her very quick in stays and sho was ablo to go about in e vory 
light broczoe Tho «ls.BalA had a woodon two bladod propollor of 
the hoisting varioty. In mattor of scconds this scrow could 
bo disconnectod from the shaft eid liftod into a woll in tho 
countor quito clcar of tho wator, honce no drag impoded hor 
progress undor sail alonc. 

The ship was riggcd square at foro and main carrying cour-— 
sos, topsails, topgallants and royals as well as foro and main 
trysailse «lso fore and foro topmast staysails, jib and on tho 
mizzon, spanker and gaff topsail. all tho yards cxcopt the 
royals carricd studding sails. Lioutonant Sinclair notos that 
tho main course was soldom uscd as it tonded to foul tho smoko 
stack. Tho KEaRS..RGR got around that ono by having a toloscopic 
funnel that could bo folded and unfoltod like a slido trombono. 
Tho standing rigging was of Swodish iron wiro. 
armamont consistod of ono @"® solid shot or sholl gun of the 
pivot varioty, aft, just forward of tho whcole Ono 7" 100 pound- 
or pivot rifle botwocn tho foromast and bridgo and six 32 pound- 
ors woighing 5,700 lbs. cach, in broadsido. Sight guns in broad- 
sido had originally boon intondod, but as this socomod to mako tho 
battory too heavy, two woro omitted, and in action, ono could bo 
shiftod from sido to sidac to obtain the dosirod results. Tho 
pivot guns woro manufacturod in 1862 by Wosloy and Proston of 
Liverpool, and, an odd thing I noticod, woro clovatod by moans of 


@ quoin block whon similar guns usod by tho amoricens of tho 
samo poriod wore using clovating scrowse Tho «ahaBslin coat 
complcto about $250,000. 
Hor gonorel doscription glcancd from many sources says 

she was long and low with vory little shcor. Elliptic 

stern, fiddlcohcaded cut wator, paintcd black outsido, drab 
inside and copporod bottom. Tho Aiwbalus carriod fivo boats, 
launch and cutter amidships swung inboard on davits and 
rosting on a platform of soma sort. Two whalo boats at tho 
quartor swung outboard port and starboard on davits and so- 
curod against strong backs. Over the taff rail tho dinghy 
was carricd on davits and also socurod against a strong 
backs 
Just forward of the taff rail was the propollor woll 
and hoisting mochanism. Thcn came tho cabin skylight, 
compenionway and ward room skylight. Noxt the mizzcn mast 
and tho double stcoring whool on which was inscribod tho 
motto "aido toi, ot Diou t'vidcra" which, as noar as my 

bad French can make is "God hclps-thoso who help thomsolvos" 
and tho aLaBall. certainly did just that. Forward of tho whoal 
was tho stocrage compenionw:y and then the aftor pivot gun. 
Engins room skylight and mainmast noxt,' funncl and bridgo. 
Forward of the bridgo the forward pivot gun and, woll thats 
whcro my data onds. What oh what docs tho rost of hor look 
liko? I know she must havo had a raiscd forocastlo dock, 
what at that timo was callod a "topgallant forocastlo" from 
romarks mado by hor Commandor and Lioutcnant Sinclair.but 
ctucr than that, no mcro dotails. This is whoro I icpo some 
Cno can stop in and provide the missing link, with appro- 
priato proof of courso. From past oxporicnce I have loarned 
to bo wary of supposcdly atshoritative information. artists 
paintings can scldcm be roliod upon as most of tho artists 
never ovon saw tho subject. I havo socn at loast a dozon 
paintings and of tho and all were difforont, 
cach man doing what he thought was right. Photos may not lia 
but caption writers can as I havo scon picturos supposcdly 
taken cn this or that vessol whon thoy quito obviously woro 
note The proprictcr of a local hobby supply shop showed mo 
a model of the KiKS..RGE built from a woll known manufactur— 
ers kit, Thc man who assombled tho model workod many pain= 
staking hours te do a nico jobe I didn't have the hoart to 
toll him that his modol was cortainly not tho K#aRSaRGH or 
any other ship, 
at any rato, I hepo J havo stimulatcd somo intorost in 

this fameus cld ship in aincriean history and that some com— 
ments will be forth coming my broethern in things nauti=- 
Thoro arc reams of s.uff eon such ships as the CONSTIT~ 
UTION, tho HaNCOCK, tho H..l’TFORD and all the rost but tho 
prosemt: a roal challenge te the man intcrosted in 
nautical resoarch, 
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iv. CaNNON THROUGH THE «GBS. F..RT VI. 


alla 


Winthrop Pratt, Jr. 


MEDIUM. « tcorm applying to guns of mcdium woight and standard 
longth of any calibcr. 


Seo Carronado. 


MINION. Tho cvclution of this word is uncortain. Ffoulkos says 
possibly a torm of ondcarmont. From the Fronch, -"mignon," 
dainty, a darling, once highly favorod, otc. «s tho minion is 
usually listod as botwoen the sakor and tho falcon, both 
smallor guns of battcry, tho term "dainty" would porhars bo 
approypriate as dencting ono of the-smallost guns cf battory. 
From the 16th contury through tho 18th contury, tho minion 
was goncrelly of 3" or so bor3, and in the noighborhood of 

4 lbs. woight of shot, tho lingths varying from 6% to 8 foote 


MORTaRe From Latin “morterium," but otymology doubtful. Somo-— 
times said to be from Fronch-"mortier," but as thoy woro not 
Se originatod by thom, and as th3ir first form was like the 
apothccary's mertar, I prefer tho Latin root. Soo also 
"Coohcrn," "Royal," and "Partridgo Mortar" also "Bombard,”" 
etc. Theo mortar was first uscd at soa in.1679, by.tho Fronch 
in vessols cspcclally constrictod for the purposo, but thoir 
use on land datos frcm tho 1l€th contury.e Knowlcdgo of tho 
bomb and mortar firing was irtroducod from Holland into Franca 
by Malthus in 1634..Soa Morters havo always beon short hoavy 
pisces of largo calibcr, usuelly of brass, end usod for high 
anglc firc, gonerally egainst shoro installations. Of low - 
muzzle energy, these pioces did not firo solid shot, but usod 
the bomb or carcasso, a@ hollow sphere containing cxplosivos 
and scrap metal, small shot, stoncs, ctc. ‘Tho trunnions of 
mortars woro at the brooch, in beck of the basc ring, instoad 
of in the middle es in the caso of howitzorse The .common cal- 


ibors of ssn mortars wero 8", 10", and 13". 


MOYEN.aRES, — MOYENNE. Fronch, 18th contury gun doscribod by 
Do Gravicrros ns "mediums" or six poundors, but ho sjcaks 
of the guns of French g@gsrlloys ( 8 pdrs., "batardos;" 6 p>drse, 
"moyonaros," ctc.) St. Romy lists nm 4 pdr. 10" 23®-lcng and 
of 1300 lbs» woight. The word obviously rcefors to-.sizo, rathor 
than type, but is not nceccsserily the same as tho English 


mcdium cannone 


MEURTRIERRES, or JuLOUSIFS. Falconor, in 1776, says "tho loep- 
holos in e shi>ts sides or bulkhoads, through which the mus- 
quotry is fircd cn the onomy." Ste sicmy, in 1745, seys that 
the «arqucbus a Cree was som-timos callod "Mourtriocro," which, 


. ¥ 


I am inclined to think, may be tho truo origin of tho so- 
cellod "Murthcring Pioco.”" 


MURTHERING PIECE — MUiiDGRING PIECH., Rowan es woll as many 
Othcr writors have doscribod this Dioce as oight calibers 
leng, its bere scmetimes sguaro, and “espparontly" a very 
shert, light gun of lar, ocre usod only for close work 
such es ropelling boardcrs. ‘dhe lest is undoubtodly truc, 
however, I de not boliove ths torm applicd to any parti- 
cular picco but rathor to the uso cf, porheaps, sovorel 
differcnt typose Some call the merter a murdcring picco 
or murderer in the bclicf thet the word stoms from "mort—. 
icr® — the same rect as mortar — both donoting death. In 
this bcliof it is of ncte that the mortar was not usod on 
ship-board until 1679, andj thon only on vessols ospeccially 
built for their uso, whilo the "murthcror" is listed as a 
usual picco at sca moro than a hundrod yoars carlicr. I 
beliove thet tho term stcas from tho French "Mourtricre" 
(which sco) and that it ceme to ombraco any of the smallor 
picces firod through bulkhceds or loopholcs in tho sidos 
~ for repelling boardors or to auoll a mutiny. In this in— 
Stance, and at closo rango, they would certainly be 
"murderous" to say tho lcast. 


MUSKET = MUSQUET. From tho French "mousquot" from Italian 
"noschettc"” — sparrow havke (Soo "Sparrow.") « hand gun 
ef smocth bore, hoavicr than the Calivor and shcitor than 
the arquobus Croc. talconor says (1776) that musket 
is a firolock, and "firolock muskcts" were advertisod in 
Boston, Massachusctts, as oarly as 1720, and wore elso 
advertised there in 173% as of "muskct or basterd muskot 
bore" with "barrels not loss than 3% foct long,® thoir 
equiyment including bullcts, cartoucho box, powdor, 
"flynts," worm and >ri.ing wiro.e They woro moro ofton 
(at this time) simply called firclocks. Captain John 
Smith menticns muskets in 1627, the oarliost mention I 

havo found. 


MUSKETOON. French, mcusquctcn. Hammorsly seys "a shert 
kind of blunderbus with largo bcro to carry-scvereal 
muskot or pistol vuilcets," It was much usod on boat— 
service. They wore movnitod en several crutches (forks) 
and celled quartu:--plocar in barges and pinnaccs, whore 
‘timbers woro cspecszally fitted for them. «apparently an 
18th contury piacos 


ORG..N—PIPES cr ORGUES, «cccrding to Falconor (1776) this 
weapon consisted of soveral musket berrols fastened to- 
gcther (sido by side) cn a singlo cerriago or stock, all 
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being fired simultaneously. .lo implies that its use was 
limited to morchant vessels. :'rench dictionaries say that 
"“orgucs" wore used by privateors in sea-fightse From Fr. 
Latin -— Groek -— “organon" (tool) — “erg" (work). 


PAIXHANS GUN. after its inventcr, Paixhans, who is generally 
acsscciatod with the introduciicr of the shell gun. His gun 
was a plainer design than its forsrunners, having no muzzle 
swoll, rings, etc, It antocetej Dahlgren's by several years, 


being first introduced abou. 123°, 


PALLISER GUN. After Palliser its inventor. actually the 
Palliser system of converting smooth bore guns to rifled can= 
non, and adopted in 1864. ‘the Znglish used it only on their 
64 pdrs., and the United States converted their 11 inch Rod- 
man guns to & inch muzgzle-loading rifles by this system. Com- 
plete information regarding Palliser's system may be found in 
Cocke's "Naval Ordnunce end Gunnery," but as this system made 
Practically no change in the outward .appearance of the orig- 

inal guns, the model builder necd have no particular concern 

thorcof. 


& FARTRIDGS MORTAR. (liorticr a erenado) inventod by Petri in 1693 
according to Ilamacrsly, tut not, as far as I know, used at sea. 


FARROT RIFLE. Aftor Parrot, it; inventor. aA rifled, muzzle-— 
loading cannon. Very says t..cy wero mounted on the directing= 
bar carriage. They were made in various calibers and wore 
much used curing the Civil ear, those which wero captured by 
the Confcderates being greatly prized. They-were introduced 

inte “he United States Navy in 1860, and ranged from 10 pdrs. 

to 150 pdrs., there tcing also a 10 inch gune Many were con= 
verted to brooch loaders aftor tho ware 


PARSONS GUN. Aftor its inventor. «actually another system of 

conversion from muzzle leading smooth bore to riflod cannone 
Adoptod by tho U. S.. Navy ir 10690, according to save~:, who 
says that thcir aproarance was similar to tho Dahlgren gun. 
Not usod on sailing ships, howcvor. 


PaSSANDBAU. St. stomy, in 1745, lists this pioco as an ancicnt 
type, and savs it was an 8 ydr-, 15 ft. long and 3500 lbs. in 
weight. I have no further informations ; 


FASSAVANTE. Probably as "Passavolanto." 


-~ 


(To bo continucd.) 
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MARSILLY CARRIAGE FOR 9" GUN 


Arthur M. Rudd 


The gun and carriage used on the WaBASH and described 
in tho Bristish Press article submittcd by Mr. Hornsby is 
hero illustrated. The Ordnanca Manuol from which this was 
takon gave no scale on tho drawing. Howovor, a table of 
Sight graduations gives tho A’stance botween front and roar 
Sights as 59" and from this If tzko tho scale to bo roughly 
z" to tho foct. Ferhaps somo member has dimensional 
information on theso guns» If so, I for ono would be intor— 
ostced in obtaining this aata. The gun was securod to the 
bulward by the usual breoching and train tackles. The 
brecching had sufficicnt slack such that when the gun re- 
coiled and brought up "ali taut" against the broeching lino, 
thore was enough space between tho muzzlo and tho gun port to 
allow the men ongagod in loading and cleaning to work. as 
Mr. Hornsby statcod, tho woight of the carriago on tho dock 
caused by the absence of the roar truck wheols causod 
cnough friction tc tako up the rocoil. «aftor loading, theo 
roller handspike was brougit into play to lift the roar of 
tho carriago whilo the side tackle mon brougnt the picce 
back into firing position again. This gun fired a charge 

ee] of powdor weighing ten pounds and throw a shell woighing 
72 pounds with a range of about one milo. It roquired 17 
mcn to handle tho gun. The swoep picces shown were install-- 
ed on many vessels of this period as it mado for casicr aim= 

ing when training more than a point. Those guns wore fired 
with a hammer and primer and were providod with two vent 
holos ono of which was not bored complotocly through. After 
the picce had bocn fired 500 times, the right vont was 
stopped up and the loft vont used aftcr being finish borod. 
4ftor 1000 rounds had beocn fired, tho gun was returned to 
the navy yard for rcbuilding. 


GAMMING 


Harry 0. Hamilton 


Vacations aro over 2nd wo have all scttloed down to our 
winter's work to carn anc cavo for a rainy day which usually 
comes during our vacations (crodit line misplaced). Judging 
from letters and post cards a geod timc was had by all. 

Dick Lawton went fissisnge around Adrian Block's cruising 
ground at Block Island but makes no montion of the poor fish 
ho caught. 

John Minuso loitorod around Gloucoster and one high spot 
was the foast he had on lobstcrs and "no shorts" says John. 


~ 


4l Parsons headod down “loucestcr way and lottcr was receivod 
from him from Rockrert. 

Harry sckstoin hoaded up that way too — Salam and Boston, 

Dick Sowall who lives con the shore of Cape Blizaboth, Maino 
necded no salt water for ho livos on it. 

John Lockhcad wont to his homo port, Winthrop, Mass. on tho 
shore of Boston Harbor. 

Gordon Grant while recuporatirg from a scrious illncss went 
to Glouccstor. Trust Mr. Grant to hunt out salt wator - sick or 
well — 

Charlos M. Gay writos from Edgartown, Masse 

Winthrop Pratt took time off from model making and rapair— 
ing to wandor along old T-Wharf. 

Wayne Yarnall went to the Jorsoy Shoro and brought homo a 
sevon foot half mcdol. 

Fred Rice of Tacoma, Washington has offered his servicos to 
the Commandant, Boston Navy Yard in the work of robuilding tho 
CONSTELLATION. Frod races overy weokend as First Mato with his 
chum Captain Rad Fratch in his schocnor WHITE CLOUD II. Sho is 
rigged like the TIEBsaUD excopt that she carrics a jib hoaded 
maine 

Dector Scrensen and erthur audd aro building now homes and 
no vacations for ticme 

Bill Adams jaws abcut the tirds cating up his berrics. Bill 
says he only expects one cut of ton but birds take alle 

Captain Loighton Robinson has just rcturned from a throo 
weeks cruise up tho Sacramentc Hivor with a crow of Sea Scouts. 

Edward FP. Hamilton writcs that model making is rcally a 
winteor job and says he is busy on a small plywood sailing skiff 
for his duck camp at Barnstable, Masse "Thore is a ton foot tide 
there and any boat has to sit on top of tho marsh except at dead 
high watcr sc we nocd somothing light which we can drag arcund. 
Much casicr than model making." 

Wc have many model makers in our ranks and the best way for 
model makers to gct acquainted is to learn what models the other 
mombcrs aro makinge So pleaso cend in the namo of your models 
now on tho ways so wo will knew the trond of mcdcls of Guild 
momborse Mombors knowing this can oexchango information and data 
which will help the miniaturo shipwrights,. 

This is the first odition of "Gamming" end whethor it con- 
tinuos depends upon tho amount of now wo havo to gam about. 


SECRETARYtS NOTES 


Gotta cut it off some place - this is it. The next number 
will be in tho mail within two wocks. Moro good stuff and ea 
couple of doals coming. Froper intrceductions to our two now 

Eo members, Captain Raphaol Lobez, San Francisco, California and 

-Mr. Fe. N. Williams, Canton, Ohio will appear in the next issuoe 
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